
Old Testament/Hebrew Bible Readings Suggested in BCP Burial Liturgy 
 

Choose ONE from this list. 
[He will swallow up death forever] 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on 
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said 
on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the 
LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 [To comfort those who mourn] 
Isaiah 61:1-3 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a 
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, to display his glory. 

 [The Lord is good to those who wait for him] 
Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope 
in him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that 
one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. For the Lord will not reject forever. 
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 
for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 

 [The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God] 
Wisdom 3:1-5, 9 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes 
of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their 
going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of others they 
were punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive 
great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; those who.trust in him will 
understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his 
holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 

 [I know that my Redeemer lives] 
Job 19:21-27a 
Job answered, “Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has 
touched me! Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh? O that my words were 
written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! O that with an iron pen and with lead they were 
engraved on a rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand 
upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I 
shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 


